[Changes in virulence of Enterobacteriaceae in the presence of sub-inhibitory levels of antibiotics].
The effect of subinhibitory concentrations of antimicrobial agents such as chloramphenicol, tetracycline, rifampicin and nalidixic acid on various factors of virulence in Shigella spp. and enteroinvasive colon bacilli was studied. It was shown that under such conditions changes took place in various events of the interaction with the epithelial cells, i.e. in adhesion, penetration, intracellular multiplication and transfers between contacting cells. The total effect of chloramphenicol resulted in increasing of the virulence while that of nalidixic acid, tetracycline and rifampicin resulted in its decreasing.